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Dear Colleagues, Below is a rudimentary assignment that professors might pair with the 
#CoronavirusSyllabus. It’s just a starting point so feel free to adjust/develop to suit your needs. 
Also, please share your ideas on how you adjusted/developed the syllabus.  
May you be well,  
Natalia Molina 
Professor of American Studies & Ethnicity, University of Southern California 
Author of Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1940 
 
COVID-19 assignment: A day in the life of a pandemic 
 
What does a day in the life of COVID-19 look like at different scales, ie personal, government 
response, cultural moments.  
 
This assignment allows students to use a variety of tools to understand the enormous and 
fast-moving events of the current pandemic. It also gives them the opportunity to process these 
times both from their own individual perspective and through the lens of the wider society. 
 
In this assignment, each student examines a single day of the COVID-19 pandemic (either in the 
past or at the time of the assignment) from a wide range of perspectives. The idea is for students to  

1. Develop their own records of these unprecedented events.  
2. Understand how the COVID-19 picture looks different from different scales and vantage 
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